
 

Parent Orientation Handout 

 

Overview…

 



CVA Partner Districts: 
CVA operates via a statewide network of 17 school districts.  Your student will be assigned to a CVA 

teacher within one of the partner districts. 

 

Family Educational Team: 
Your CVA Family Educational Team is comprised of a student, parent, CVA teacher and principal. 

Together each educational team creates an individualized school for each CVA student. 

 

Four Required Components to CVA Education: 
1. Written Student Learning Plan (WSLP) – This is done at the beginning of the school year and is 

the blueprint for your student’s education. 

2. Yearly Assessment – You have choice in your student’s assessment, but we recommend the 

HSPE/MSP/EOC (High school Proficiency Exam/Measure of Student Progress/End of Course 

Exam) or the MAP (Measure of Academic Progress) 

3. Monthly Reviews – These are status checks of your student’s education facilitated by 

Washington State Certified Highly Qualified CVA teachers. 

4. Weekly Contact – This is a documented communication between the student and CVA teacher. 

 

Curriculum:  
You may use any curriculum you wish, and those meeting state requirements will be funded by CVA. 

 

Here are just a few of the many places you can search for curriculum options: 

¶ RainbowResource.com 

¶ HomeschoolSupercenter.com 

¶ TeachingTextBooks.com 

¶ MathUSee.com 

¶ MovingBeyondThePage.com 

¶ CalvertSchool.org – We are the only public provider of this award winning curriculum. This is an 

all-inclusive offering that is ideal for families new to ALE. 

¶ GlobalStudentNetwork.com 

¶ ApexLearning.com 

 

Once you have been assigned a CVA teacher you may begin making requests for curriculum. Once 

ordered it takes two – three weeks on average to receive your supplies. 

 

 



CBIs: Community Based Instructors 
CBIs are community based instructors contracted to assist you in your child’s education for fine arts, 

physical education and tutoring.   

 

PE CBIs: 
1. The WSLP must contain a course called "Physical Education" (your CVA teacher will help 

you with this when he or she returns in late August). 

 

2. Your physical education course will govern your CBI service; for example, depending on 

interest, CBI group classes like gymnastics, martial arts, swimming and skiing will be 

allowed at the rate of one group-class per week (typically one to two hours each). 

 

a. Note: General memberships will not be funded, but specific classes (like 

swimming) offered through clubs and centers are allowable. 

b. Note: Season's passes for skiing will not be allowed, but ski lesson packages 

(typically packages of five to seven weeks) are allowable. 

 

Fine Art CBIs: 
1. The WSLP must contain a fine arts course (again, your CVA teacher can help with this in 

late August). 

 

2. Music: 

a. Individual music lessons (typically piano lessons, violin lessons, etc.) will be 

allowed at the rate of a half-hour maximum per week. 

b. Group music lessons (like choir, youth symphony, instrumental lessons, etc.) will 

be allowed at the rate of one per week (typically one to two hours each). 

c. An individual student may have a one-on-one music lesson or a group lesson but 

not both. 

 

3. Visual arts, dance, drama and other similar group lessons will be allowed at the rate of 

one per week (typically one to two hours each). 

 

Tutoring: 
Students with IEPs (Individualized Education Plan – for students with special needs) may qualify 

for tutoring based on their IEP. All others are continuing to be evaluated. We will be getting 

answers out as soon as we have them.  

 



Getting CBIs Approved: 
To get CBIs approved there are three easy documents to fill out. 

1. CBI Registration 

2. CBI Agreement 

3. W-9, for the CBI 

These forms can all be found at: MyCVA.org or from your CVA teacher  

 

Field Trips: 
Field trips are an excellent way for your student to learn and socialize with other CVA students. Field 

trips are open to all families within CVA. There is no cost for admissions (students and one parent 

chaperone per family unit). Trips should be added to the student’s WSLP under the appropriate subject 

area; teachers will assist with this. 

 

Field trips will be announced in the e-zine communications as they approach. 

 

Here is a list of field trips on the books for 2011-2012: 
Spokane County Fair - Sept. 16th 

Bonneville Dam - Sept. 29th 

Whitman Mission (Walla Walla) - Oct. 6th 

Woodland Park Zoo - Oct. 14th 

Cat Tales (Spokane) - Oct. 19th 

Experience Music Project (Seattle) - Nov. 2nd 

Christian Youth Theater “Annie” (Spokane) - Nov. 8th 

Museum of Glass (Tacoma) - Nov. 16th 

Pacific NW Ballet “Don Quixote” - Feb. 10th 

Camas Center (Usk) - Feb. 16th 

Olympia Day - Feb. 20th 

Christian Youth Theater “Into the Woods” (Spokane) - Feb. 28th 

Wild Horse Wind Farm (Ellensburg) - Apr. 19th 

Christian Youth Theater “Bye Bye Birdie” - May 29th 

 

Here is a list of field trips “in the works” for 2011-2012: 
Pt. Defiance Zoo & Aquarium 

Pacific Science Center (three visits ?) 

MAC (Dec. 7th possibly) 

Boeing Tour (Everett) (possibly 2nd week of Jan) 

NW Trek (Mar. 7th or 8th) 

Shepherd’s Bounty Farm (Chewelah) 



Stone Rose Fossil Dig (May) 

Ft. Vancouver (poss. Oct.) 

 

We’re working on field trips to the following places for 2011-

2012: 
Marine Life Center  

Grist Mill 

NE Washington Dam Tour 

UW Planetarium  

Museum of Flight 

Mt. St. Helens 

Orchards 

 

MyCVA.org: Online portal for all things CVA 
Through this portal you can: Register your family and students, submit requisitions for curriculum and 

materials, source documents and forms, link to WINGS, My Calvert and our new social platform for CVA 

Families, Community @ CVA.   

 

WINGS: CVA’s Data-Management Program 
In order to comply with state law, specific documentation of student learning is required of our families 

and staff. For efficiency and uniformity, the majority of CVA documentation is completed on an Internet-

based program called WINGS, a program currently used by many other ALE programs around the state. 

Because documentation must be centralized, Internet usage is required of all families in CVA. Each 

family must be able to log in to WINGS at least once a month to complete documentation. The Written 

Student Learning Plan, Weekly Contact, Monthly Reviews and supplemental learning activities are all 

recorded in WINGS. 

Each family will be assigned a user name and password for access into the WINGS web site at 

www.wingsnw.com/wings/cva/. Families will receive their username and password from a staff member 

and the CVA teacher will be available to assist with log-in information. 

A Written Student Learning Plan (WSLP) is established for each student in WINGS at the beginning of the 

school year. The CVA teacher will work with the parent or guardian to develop the WSLP and accurately 

reflect student learning goals. Modifications to the WSLP, such as adding a course, will be entered into 

WINGS by the CVA teacher. Your CVA teacher will provide you with additional information about 

accessing and modifying the data in WINGS as needed. 

¶ If you’ve lost your log-in details, your CVA teacher can assist you. 

http://www.wingsnw.com/wings/cva/


 

E-Zine: News, announcements and updates! 
The CVA E-zine (Electronic Magazine) is a weekly publication sent by email from your CVA teacher. In 

addition to being a message from your CVA teacher, it features important news and announcements, as 

well as educational resources, helpful websites and student stories and work. The E-zine also serves as a 

reminder to families to make their weekly check in and provides prompting questions for students to 

consider when talking to their teacher. The E-zine is not “required reading,” but is HIGHLY 

RECOMMENDED and often includes announcements for field trip opportunities, important dates and 

deadlines. 

Community @ CVA: Social site just for CVA 
Where to find it Ą http://Community.MyCVA.org 

Community @ CVA is a unique and safe social platform exclusively for CVA families and teachers. This 

robust platform allows: 

¶ And user to establish rooms, groups and forums for discussing curricula, incentivizing your 

student’s performance etc. in a way that allows families to search for answers. So it will remain 

an ongoing and growing resource for information.  

¶ The ability for students to interact with one another in a non-public and safe environment. 

Many families are weary of letting their kids on Facebook or similar sites, this environment will 

be for CVA families and staff only. 

¶ An easy forum for teachers/parents to interact with other families that allows them to keep 

their work and personal lives separate if they chose.  

¶ Ability to search and find CVA families in your area.  

¶ Functionality for setting up events.  

 

The CVA Family Handbook: 
 

The handbook can be found on MyCVA.org and here:  

http://www.columbiavirtualacademy.org/CVAFamilyHandbook.pdf 

 

Thank you for attending the 2011-2012 CVA Parent Orientation! 

If you have further questions please visit: 

ColumbiaVirtualAcademy.org or MyCVA.org 

Or call Toll Free: 1-866-930-6282 


